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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee, CE-032, Reinforced
Soils and Retaining Structures, in response to a call from the building industry for the
establishment of a Standard on earth-retaining systems, including reinforced soils.

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (July 2003) and Amendment No. 2 (August
2008). The changes required by the Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar
and amendment number against the clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected.

The objective of this Standard is to provide designers of earth-retaining structures with
design criteria and guidance for use in design applications.

The terms ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.

As far as practicable, this Standard has been made consistent with the approach taken in the
loading code for structures, AS 1170, Minimum design loads on structures. This enables the
Standard to be used in combination with structure design Standards such as AS 1720,
Timber Structures, AS 3600, Concrete Structures, AS 4100, Steel Structures, and AS 3700,
Masonry structures. Some specific applications are covered by other Standards and
documents. For example, HB 77, Australian Bridge Design Code, should be used to design
earth-retaining structures associated with road bridges.
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