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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Timber Engineering
to supersede AS 1720—1975,SAA Timber Engineering Code.

In considering the revision of AS 1720—1975 the committee decided that it would be
appropriate if its subject matter and other material to be included in the revision was
divided into four parts as follows:

Part 1: Design methods(this Standard)

Part 2: Timber properties(in course of preparation)

Part 3: Non-standard connectors(in course of preparation

Part 4: Fire resistance of timer structures(in course of preparation)

While this Standard is primarily concerned with design methods, it also contains
structural design properties for a modest range of timber species and metal connectors.
Section 1 deals with general matters such as definitions and conditions for the
application of this Standard. Design rules are given in Sections 2 to 7, with Section 2
containing the basic structural design properties of timber essential to the use of the
Standard.

Normal procedure for users is to note the general requirements of Section 1, obtain the
basic structural design properties from Section 2 and then to proceed to one of
Sections 3 to 7 depending on th type of element being designed.

In general, the simpler design situations are covered in the main body of the text, and
acceptable procedures for detailed design situations are given in the related appendices.
For ease of use the appendices correlate sequentially with the sections of the text, i.e.
Appendices A, B, C etc are related to the Sections 1, 2, 3, etc, in the main body of this
text. It should be noted that Appendix A gives rules for the acceptance of timber
structures based on proof and prototype testing.

The appendices, which form an integral part of this Standard, have been drafted in
mandatory terms to facilitate cross reference by Regulatory Authorities.

Design information for timber piles which was included in the previous edition of this
Standard is now provided in AS 2159,SAA Piling Code.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it isupdated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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