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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 
are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 
using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 
published since the Standard was published. 
 
Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 
be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 
 
Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 
notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee WS-023, Backflow Prevention Devices for Water Supply, to supersede 

AS 2845.3—1993. 

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (October 2010). The changes required by the 

Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the 

clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected. 

After consultation with stakeholders in both countries, Standards Australia and Standards 

New Zealand decided to develop this Standard as an Australian Standard rather than an 

Australia/New Zealand Standard. 

The objective of this Standard is to outline minimum requirements for the testing and 

maintenance of testable backflow prevention devices in the field. 

This Standard is to be read in conjunction with the requirements of the relevant regulatory 

authority, and the manufacturer’s instructions. The safety practices to be followed while 

performing field testing and maintenance work should comply with the applicable OH&S 

legislation and the relevant regulatory authority’s procedures. The actions stipulated within 

this Standard are in addition to those requirements. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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