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PREFACE

This Australian Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Technical Committee
IT-014, Health Informatics.

The Standards Australia Technical Committee IT-014 recognizes the work of the Standards
Australia Working Group I1T-014-06-06, Collaborative Care Communications, in the
preparation of this Standard.

This purpose of this Standard is to cover implementation of the Health Level Seven (HL7)
Version 2.5 protocol, for communication of clinical patient-centred information between
health service providers in Australia. It is applicable to clinical communications covering
Discharge, Shared Care, Event Summaries, and notification of Shared Electronic Health
Record Systems. The original focus was on Discharge Referral, but stakeholder
requirements have led to its use in the more general area of patient care messaging.

This Standard supersedes AS 4700.6—2006, Implementation of Health Level Seven (HL7)
Version 2.4, Part 6: Referral, discharge and health record messaging, which will remain
current notwithstanding the publication of this document, in respect of HL7 Version 2.4
implementations. AS 4700.6—2004, Implementation of Health Level Seven (HL7)
Version 2.3.1, Part 6: Referral and discharge summary, will remain current in respect of
HL7 Version 2.3 and Version 2.3.1 implementations.

The HL7 Version 2.5 protocol covers a wide range of data interchange functions. This
Standard focuses on the HL7 discharge and referral, shared care and event summary
messages. A Discharge Referral message is analogous to a paper-based discharge referral
document and has more comprehensive requirements than the less-specific Discharge
Summary.

All efforts have been made to minimize divergence from the underlying HL7 Version 2.x
protocols (as published by HL7 Inc), in order to ensure maximum compatibility with future
versions of HL7 Version 2.x. Nevertheless, some significant enhancements have been
proposed in this Standard, where needed to represent patient care related concepts
adequately.

The term ‘informative’ is applied in this Standard to content that is provided for
information and guidance only and is not to be construed as definitive.

This publication has been developed with assistance from the Australian Government
Department of Health and Ageing. The Australian Government makes no representation or
warranty that the information in this publication is correct and accurate.

Standards Australia wishes to thank the Department of Health and Ageing for its continued
financial support in helping to develop this Australian Standard.
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Important Notice re HL7 International® Intellectual Property

This document includes extracts of Health Level Seven® International ("HL7 International") standards and other
"HL7 International Material" as defined below. The publication, reproduction and allowed use of such extracts are
governed by various agreements between HL7 International, HL7 Australia Inc and Standards Australia Limited.

The copyright in HL7 International Material is owned by HL7 International and protected by the copyright laws of
Australia and the United States and by provisions of international treaties. HL7 International reserves all rights
to HL7 International Material and any use, copying or distribution (either with or without a fee) of HL7
International Material in any form and without specific written authorisation by HL7 International is strictly
prohibited (except as otherwise permitted under the copyright laws of Australia and the United States).

"HL7 International Material" collectively and individually means all work product developed, published and or
released by HL7 International, including standards in any format (e.g. Word, PDF, HTML, XML, zip, Access
database), implementation guides, databases and other electronic or fixed data or information of any kind
distributed through any channel (including through any HL7 Affiliate).

Health Level Seven International®, HL7®, HL7 International® and Health Level Seven® are registered
trademarks of Health Level Seven International.

Further information on the protection and some allowed uses of HL7 intellectual property may be found in the
"HL7 Policy Governing the use of HL7® International Standards and other intellectual property" as published on
the HL7 International Website at:

http://www.h|7.org/legal/ippolicy.cfm.
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