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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee CS-115, Vehicle Jacks, Stands and 

Ramps. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 29 April 2016. 
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS 2538:2015. 
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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 

mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Australian Standards Committee CS-115, Vehicle Jacks, 

Stands and Ramps, to supersede AS/NZS 2538:2004. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide manufacturers, importers, consumers, retailers 

and testing bodies with a set of performance requirements, to ensure that vehicle support 

stands (also known as axle stands or jack stands) are sufficiently robust so that they will not 

fail under normal conditions of use, and to ensure that axle stands are designed and 

constructed so that they will be stable and will not damage the vehicle when used in the 

correct manner. 

This edition revises the instructions for use in Section 7 and the marking requirements in 

Section 8. 

The Standard was originally prepared in response to a request by the Defence 

Standardization Committee which felt that its experience of unsatisfactory performance of 

vehicle support stands in the defence field would also be of concern to the general public 

that uses similar stands for domestic purposes. 

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendices to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard. 
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