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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH-041, Forensic 
Analysis. This Standard is the result of a consensus among the representatives of the 
Committee to produce it as an Australian Standard. 

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (October 2017). The changes required by the 
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the 
clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected. 

This Standard is part of a series which, when complete, will include— 

AS 
5388 Forensic analysis 
5388.1 Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material

(this Standard) 
5388.2 Part 2: Analysis and examination of material 
5388.3 Part 3: Interpretation 
5388.4 Part 4: Reporting 

The purpose of this Standard is to set out standard practices for the recognition, recording, 
recovery, transport and storage of physical material from crime scenes in order to preserve 
its integrity for forensic purposes. The provisions of this document are aimed at qualified 
personnel with demonstrated competence in the use of appropriate scientific procedures and 
techniques in a forensic context. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

The committee wishes to acknowledge the support provided by the Attorney General’s 
Department in the development of the Forensic Analysis series (AS 5388) as an Australian 
Government initiative. 
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