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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee HE-031, Traditional Chinese 

Medicine. 

The objective of this Standard is to ensure the product safety and efficacy for the sterile acupuncture 

needle for single use. To achieve this qualitative and quantitative evaluation methods are provided to 

evaluate sharpness and puncture performance of the needle tip, an important aspect of clinical 

significance. In addition, the Standard specifies terms and definitions, nominal needle body diameter 

and length dimension tolerance, needle body drawing strength, needle body hardness, resistance to 

needle body breakage and a test method for resistance to corrosion for the needle body. 

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from ISO 17218:2014, Sterile acupuncture 

needles for single use. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’. 

(b) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

None of the normative references in the source document have been adopted as Australian or 

Australian/New Zealand Standards. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the annex to which 

it applies. An ‘informative’ annex is only for information and guidance. 
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